

 AFTER DOBBS  The Marshall Project’s 
reporting on “fetal personhood” 
has helped people find defense 
attorneys and get better outcomes. 
The Oklahoma legislature held a  
“study session” in September 2023 to 
discuss the impact on women who are 
the target of the prosecutions we’re 
reporting on.  


• Ashley Traister faced prosecution 
for child neglect after she tested 
positive for drugs and her baby was 
stillborn. Drug use has not been 
proven to cause stillbirths, but a 
district attorney in Oklahoma was 
moving full steam ahead against 
Traister — until our investigation 
was co-published with a local outlet, 
The Frontier. The district attorney 
allowed Traister to serve probation 
on the charge of child neglect, and 
dropped all remaining charges. In 
June 2023, Traister won back full 
custody of her older daughter.


CHERIE MASON. COURTESY OF  
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• Cherie Mason, who has four 
daughters and was originally 
sentenced to 12 years for 
manslaughter for a stillbirth in 
2017, is now scheduled to be 
released from prison early. She got 
a new legal team as a result of our 
reporting, which featured her case, 
and the district attorney agreed to 
modify her sentence. She will now 
be released about five years ahead 
of schedule.


Impact Report
Fall 2023


The Marshall Project tracks the impact of our journalism 
on policymakers, advocates and other media. This report 
highlights some key examples.


 OFT-CITED   The Marshall Project’s work has been cited by lawyers and judges 
hundreds of times in criminal justice-related cases across the country. Here are 
just a few examples:


• In Connecticut, lawyers cited our work about the failure of federal prison 
officials to ensure adequate medical and mental health treatment.


• In Colorado, our work on police interrogations was referenced in a civil 
complaint against Denver officials.


• A federal judge in Alaska mentioned our work on restrictions on prison 
visitations during the pandemic.


• A prisoner in Texas, representing himself, highlighted our work in his request 
for relief from excessive heat behind bars.


• Missouri plaintiffs cited our work on debtors’ prisons in a class-action lawsuit 
against the city of Ferguson.


$5.125 MILLION
That’s the size of the check that a 
private prison company wrote to 
the state of Mississippi because we 
revealed they had been charging 
the state for mandatory prison 
guard positions that were vacant.


Since the start of this year, the 
total number of facilities where 
our journalism is distributed has 
skyrocketed from 982 to 1,359 in 48 
states and Washington, D.C., and in 
three international locations where 
U.S. nationals are incarcerated.


982 −▶ 1,359


ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN G


ASHLEY TRAISTER, LEFT, HUGS HER DAUGHTER  
WHILE HER NIECE PLAYS. MERON MENGHISTAB FOR  


THE MARSHALL PROJECT.



https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/09/01/they-lost-their-pregnancies-then-prosecutors-sent-them-to-prison

https://www.readfrontier.org/stories/impact-oklahoma-capitol-hearing-will-focus-on-mothers-criminally-charged-for-substance-use-during-pregnancy/
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https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/03/02/pregnancy-loss-miscarriage-addiction-prison

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/03/02/pregnancy-loss-miscarriage-addiction-prison

https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/5338155/394/united-states-v-carpenter/

https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/4196743/67/montoya-v-city-and-county-of-denver/

https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/16354595/304/united-states-v-shanholtzer/

https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/4393944/991/cole-v-collier-bfont-colorred-filings-submitted-by-pro-se/

https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/4299579/23/fant-v-ferguson-missouri-city-of/
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Our first local newsroom has been  
having lots of direct impact in  Cleveland.


 BARRED  In Cuyahoga County, a senior judge was recently removed from a case 
after The Marshall Project - Cleveland investigated her questionable relations 
with a court receiver. The Ohio Supreme Court ruled that Judge Leslie Ann 
Celebrezze violated court rules when she steered a contentious but lucrative 
divorce case involving a longtime friend to her own docket. The FBI has now 
launched an investigation into Judge Celebrezze.


 TICKETS DOWN  Fewer drivers 
are being ticketed in the wealthy 
Cleveland suburb of Bratenahl. The 
month after we reported on the 
disproportionate ticketing of Black 
people in the mostly White village, 
officers issued only seven traffic 
tickets, down from 17 the month 
before we published. Meanwhile, 
the Bratenahl police chief says the 
department has changed how they 
record race in traffic stops.


RADAR SPEED SIGN IN BRATENAHL  
GUS CHAN FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT


 MARSHALS, MEET MARSHALL   
Our February 2021 investigation 
into the U.S. Marshals found that the 
number of shooting deaths by marshals 
was much higher than by police 
forces of similar size. Last year, in part 
because of our reporting, marshals 
started having to wear body cameras 
for the first time. 


Now it seems our reporting has helped 
inspire a whole new advocacy group. 
The U.S. Marshal’s Accountability 
Project says it aims to “hold the U.S. 
Marshal’s Office accountable for the 
excessive force used by many of its 
‘Violent Fugitive Task Forces’ around 
the country.”


 SHUT DOWN, NOW CONVERTED  
The federal penitentiary in Thomson, 
Illinois, is changing from a maximum to 
a minimum security prison. That might 
not have happened without the 2022 
investigation into violence in the prison 
from The Marshall Project and NPR. 
The Bureau of Prisons announced the 
closure of the prison’s very violent unit 
in February 2023, and in August, Sens. 
Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth 
announced Thomson would be 
converted to a minimum security prison.


Everything is bigger in Texas, including our impact.


 POLICING THE SHERIFFS  Our 2022 reporting on “constitutional sheriffs” 
helped prompt Texas to prevent an extremist group from teaching courses 
to  law enforcement. The Texas Commission on Law Enforcement barred 
the Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (CSPOA), which 
encourages sheriffs to resist numerous state and federal laws. In a memo, the 
agency said that the decision to ban the group from teaching was spurred in 
part by public information requests from the media. We made one of these 
requests in 2021, and our 2022 story on the CSPOA was cited in many local and 
national media outlets, from NPR to The New York Times.


 GOODBYE, HYPNOSIS  In September 2023, a new Texas law went into effect 
banning courtroom testimony based on “forensic hypnosis,” the interrogation 
tactic featured in The Marshall Project’s hit podcast, “Just Say You’re Sorry.” 
The podcast was based on our investigation in partnership with the Dallas 
Morning News. Texas was one of the last states in the country to use the tactic. 
Supporters said it could help witnesses better recall details of crimes, but 
psychologists warned it could lead to arrests of innocent suspects.


WAITING TO PAY A FINE AT CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 
CITY HALL FOR DRIVING UNDER SUSPENSION. 


GUS CHAN FOR THE MARSHALL PROJECT“Thanks to investigative 
reporting, things are changing. 


Journalism matters.” 
Anna V. Eskamani,  


Florida state legislator


A 2021 investigation by The 
Marshall Project and NPR found 
that most states were pocketing 
the social security checks of 
children in foster care. Now, 
a total of 15 states and cities 
have taken steps to make sure 
foster youth receive the money 
earmarked for them by the 
federal government. Several 
other state legislatures are 
considering similar laws. Rep. 
Anna V. Eskamani of Orlando 
shared the story on Twitter/X to 
note the power of investigative 
journalism.


 GIVING LICENSE  Sometimes, our 
work has impact even before it’s 
published. Our reporting found that 
the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
had issued nearly 200,000 new 
driver’s license suspensions in 2022, 
a staggeringly high number. But after 
our initial interview with a local judge 
on license suspensions, the Cleveland 
Municipal Court started hosting 
community clinics to help residents get 
their licenses back, even before we had 
a chance to publish.



https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/08/22/judge-celebrezze-removed-cuyahoga-divorce

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/06/01/divorce-judge-kiss-court-work
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https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/05/31/how-the-newest-federal-prison-became-one-of-the-deadliest

https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-duckworth-sorensen-statement-on-permanent-conversion-of-thomson-prison-to-low-security-facility

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/10/18/does-your-sheriff-think-he-s-more-powerful-than-the-president

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2023/06/30/texas-bans-evidence-based-on-police-investigative-hypnosis-in-criminal-trials/#:~:text=“Hypnotically%2Dinduced%20testimony%20will%20no,defendant%20or%20determining%20their%20guilt.”&text=The%20News%27%20investigative%20series%20exposed,continued%20to%20rely%20on%20hypnosis.

https://www.themarshallproject.org/series/just-say-youre-sorry

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/01/18/anatomy-of-a-murder-confession

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/04/22/foster-care-agencies-take-thousands-of-dollars-owed-to-kids-most-children-have-no-idea

https://www.npr.org/2023/09/12/1197610205/foster-care-social-security-benefits
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